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Introduction 

The Ethiopian Society of Sociologists, Social Workers and Anthropologists (ESSSWA) was founded in June 1996. ESSSWA works with a vision to see sustainable and positive social change in Ethiopia and to be an active participant in the transformation process. Its mission is to represent the interests of the professionals of Sociology, Social work and Anthropology and advance the application of these disciplines for the well being of the Ethiopian Society.

Since its establishment, ESSSWA has organized series of national and regional workshops, annual conferences and trainings to its members and concerned stakeholders. This year’s conference will focus on issues of social protection and safety nets across urban, rural and pastoralist areas.  The scope of the social protection/ safety nets include strategies used by different organizations ( government, CSO/NGOs, donors) to transfer income or assets to the poor, protect the vulnerable against livelihood risks and enhance the social status and rights of the marginalized.  These can be social protection policies and practices that aim to tackle the problems of chronically poor (severely disabled, terminally ill, ethnic minorities, urban unemployed, pastoralists, subsistence smallholders), economically vulnerable (cash crop farmers, internally displaced persons, orphans, informal sector workers, burial societies, widows, the elderly) and socially marginalized groups (ethnic minorities, abducted children, people living with HIV/AIDS, victims of domestic abuse, people with disabilities, street children and female-headed households).

Objective of the conference

The objective of the conference is to: 

· Identify the relevance, impacts and challenges of social protection/safety nets strategies and practices at different levels in line with the broader poverty reduction and economic growth efforts of the country,  

· Enable participants of the conference to identify synergies among different social protection/safety nets components for various cross sections of the society. 

· Provide insights on long term perspective for social protection/safety nets initiatives that takes into account the changing nature of shocks and stresses as well as the perpetuation of chronic urban and rural poverty among destitute social groups, 
Thematic papers
Technical papers dealing with the issue of social protection, practices, opportunities, challenges and best practices will be presented on the following thematic areas.
Session One: Social protection Frameworks for Ethiopia: what should be the foundation for social protection policy in Ethiopia? And what should be included in the strategy?
1. Roger Pearson, Douglass Webb and Mekonnen Ashenafi : Towards a social protection strategy for Ethiopia: UNICEF 

2. Alison Rusinow: Old people: Help Age International
3. Assefa Baleher: Financial incentives as a social protection mechanism to the poor: MOLSA
Session Two: Social Policy and social protection/safety nets measures for the rural and urban poor 
1. Tafesse Kassa: Social Policy and Social Protection/Safety Nets measures for the rural & urban Poor: Amhara National Regional State, Early Warning Response and Food Security Office, 
2. Matt Hobson and Melaku Gebre Michael: Non Contributory Programs: Opportunities and challenges safety nets for vulnerable groups in Ethiopia: The World Bank
Session Three: NGOs social protection/safety nets practices for Children and Youth as well as People with Disabilities and the elderly
1. Tassew Woldehanna and Yisak Tafere: The impact of the Productive Safety Net Program on child work and education in Ethiopia: a quantitative-qualitative Analysis: Young Lives

2. Nicola Hyper: Lasting Benefits: Cash Transfers and Child Survival in Ethiopia, SC UK
Session Four: Social Capital and Social Risk Management Practices in urban, rural and pastoralists communities
1. Martha Alemayhu: Caught between Survival and Nurturing Social Capital: A glimpse at the Social Protection Needs of Daily Laborers in Addis Ababa, AAU, School of Social Work
2. Workneh Negatie: Social Capital among Women in a Micro Enterprise: Implications for Poverty Reduction: AAU, SSW, PhD Candidate 
3. Aklilu Habtu: School Feeding and Social Safety Nets in the Education Sector in Ethiopia: A case study from Tigray: ESSSWA Northern Chapter, Mekelle University: Palaeo Environment and Anthropology Research Center,
Session Five: The Way Forward 
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