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Foreword

One of the objectives of the Ethiopian Society of Sociologists, Social Workers and Anthropologists (ESSSWA) is to organize workshops, seminars, or conferences for its members and other participants to share experience and knowledge on issues of contemporary academic and policy relevance. Since its establishment in 1996, ESSSWA has organized four annual conferences on different thematic issues. The theme of the 5th Annual Conference of ESSSWA, which was held on the 3rd and 4th of March 2006 at Addis Ababa Hilton Hotel, was “Orphan and Vulnerable Children: Reflections from Social Scientists and Practitioners.” 

The challenges encountered by orphan and vulnerable children (OVC) represent one of the main concerns of ESSSWA and its members. The association recognizes that the problems and needs of orphan and vulnerable children are the concerns of some UN agencies, bilateral organizations, government institutions, and international and national NGOs as well. Hence, while organizing its 5th annual conference, ESSSWA sought the collaboration and assistance of the Oak Foundation, UNICEF-Ethiopia, Save the Children Alliance, Pathfinders International, and Children Aid Ethiopia. 

Support to OVC needs analyses of policies, planning of comprehensive intervention, proper and efficient use of resources, selection of sustainable strategy, and provision of competent professional services. Therefore, the central objectives of the 5th conference were to enable participants realize the existing situation of OVC in Ethiopia, understand the various intervention alternatives, discuss the provision of quality services, and share successful practices Moreover, the meeting was intended to discuss strategies that would promote the use of local resources to deal with the problems of OVC, and initiate OVC-focused research and training. To attain these goals, seven competent individuals were invited to present papers for the conference based on their experiences in research, policy work, and/or direct intervention. The presentations were informative, conceptually engaging, and thought-provoking. 

A large number of participants with academic backgrounds in sociology, anthropology, social work, gender study, psychology, medicine, literature, pharmacy, theology, economics, political science, and social development attended the conference. Most of the participants came from government offices, local NGOs, international NGOs, the private sector, bilateral organizations, UN agencies, educational institutions, and professional associations. During the general discussion session at the end of the first day, the conference participants underlined that ESSSWA and its members, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders/partners, could play important roles in addressing the concerns of children in Ethiopia through research, publication, advocacy, program planning, community mobilization, development of database, development of guidelines for implementers, and organization of forum for continuous dialogue. 

While the first day was devoted to paper presentations, the second day allowed for a general meeting of ESSSWA to deliberate on the first strategic planning document of the association. After thorough discussions, the general meeting unanimously endorsed the document. The last hour of the meeting marked the second ESSSWA award ceremony. The award program was initiated in the past to honor prominent people for their outstanding contributions to the association, their respective professions, and/or the Ethiopian society at large. It is to be recalled that Professor Andargatchew Tesfaye and the late Professor Seyoum Gebre-Selassie won the first ESSSWA award. Mr. Shimels Adugna and Ms Hirut Imiru were given the second ESSSWA award on 4 March 2006 for their many years of dedication to professional services.

Although seven papers were read for the March conference of ESSSWA, only four of the presenters (Bulti Gutema, Ayalew Gebre, Megersa Fida, and Getnet Tadele) contributed chapters to this volume. Unfortunately, we were unable to include the other three papers by Richard Mabala, Anania Admasu, and Habtamu Belete. However, new contributions from recent anthropological studies by Mesfin Dessie, Awan Abdulwasie, Nardos Chuta, and Binyam Alemayeu have been included in the volume because of their thematic relevance to the topics discussed in the proceedings. The present volume is divided into eight chapters as summarized below. 

The first chapter by Bulti Gutema focuses on orphan care and support alternatives. He discusses basic areas required for orphan support intervention, factors governing roles and responsibilities of actors, orphan support and child rights, provisions for involving institutions in orphan support, challenges to address OVC issues, and the way forward for effective orphan support intervention. Ayalew Gebre examines concerns associated with care and support services to AIDS orphans in Addis Ababa (see chapter 2). The author explores the existing care and support programs and institutions, the needs and problems of orphans, reasons for failing to access existing services, and other challenges in connection with care and support service delivery. 

In chapter three, Megersa Fida examines the impacts of HIV/AIDS in Kazanchis area, the role of community-based organizations in the fight against the pandemic, CARE-Ethiopia’s partnership with these organizations, major achievements, key lessons, and limitations. Chapter four focuses on Mesfin Dessiye’s work on care and support for AIDS orphans as provided in Dessie town by two Church organizations: the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. While former pursues two-pronged approaches (home-based care and orphanage), the latter promotes care and support for those placed with extended families. 

In the fifth chapter, Getnet Tadele stresses the importance of medical-legal and psychosocial management of abuse cases. He outlines challenges related to child abuse management practices.  Some of these include delays in reporting, lack of access to HIV or other tests, difficulties in medical reporting, conflicts between health professionals and the police, problems in hospital reporting, shortage of facilities and personnel, and insufficient legal resource. Awan Abdulwasie’s paper (chapter 6) focuses on AIDS affected children and their challenges in Semen Mazegaja and Kolfe areas of Addis Ababa. The author explores assistance to AIDS affected children, major problems encountered by these children, their coping strategies, and care options (namely, traditional care as opposed to external agency-driven intervention). 

In chapter seven, Nardos Chuta describes the experience of migrant domestic child laborers in Arada Sub-city, Addis Ababa. She focuses on the causes of child migration, the expectations of child migrants, and the effects of migration, in this case the exposure of domestic child laborers to various abuses. Binyam Alemayehu, based on research in Comboni and Tula schools in the Sidama Zone (Southern Ethiopia), characterizes children as agents of change (chapter 8). At the same time, the writer notes established hierarchies and patriarchic orientations that tend to shape the way children perceive their surroundings, attach importance to issues like gender, and understand their relationships with each other and with adults. 

Gebre Yntiso

Deputy President of ESSSWA
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